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Noraezean. A Photographic Mission In The Basque Country

Jon Gorospe, turned into a kind of digital flâneur - a walker who drifts around the Internet 
and aimlessly - has immersed himself in the Internet, has captured and re-photographed one 
hundred views of The Basque Country taken from online maps and street maps. These ima-
ges, uploaded to the Internet by users of these digital platforms, record some corners not yet 
captured by Google cameras, a giant that has been scanning our streets and roads for years, 
thus expanding the map over the territory.

The archive resulting from the digital exploration made by Gorospe has been geographically 
focused to the urbanized Basque territory and finds its center of attention in artificially altered 
landscapes, whether for urban, industrial or aesthetic purposes. 

The body of images presented here allows us to draw some conclusions. The most striking 
and obvious one concerns the constant homogenization of built places, their interchangeabi-
lity and depersonalization. Steps that have led to a sort of zero degree landscape. However, 
there is still hope as this process has not yet been carried out in an absolute way. Certain signs 
that served to build an identity are still visible.

The sound piece that accompanies this visual proposal also arises from a drift, from an exer-
cise similar to that carried out by the photographer. The artist Xabier Erkizia has re-recorded 
sounds from the soinumapa.net sound map, devised by him, and has randomly altered and 
fragmented them. The result is a piece made up of field recordings from the Basque Country, 
excerpts sometimes recognizable and sometimes not.

In short, Noraezean offers us a new approach to the landscape of Euskal Herria –hyperre-
gistered, hyperphotographed, with a great historical and symbolic load– in which algorithms, 
sounds, networks and peripheries fit. A look that updates and resignifies our imaginary about 
the Basque landscape.
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